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National Visa Center employees are organizing 

a union with UE to negotiate for better wages, 

benefits, and working conditions the way em-

ployees of FCI and other contractors have al-

ready done with UE across the nation, winning 

union contracts with significantly higher wages 

and other important protections. 

   Who is the UE 
UE is an independent national union with over 

30,000 members in over 20 states and a proud 

history dating back to 1936.  UE represents 

thousands of employees in both the public and 

private sectors.  This includes over 800 workers 

covered by the Service Contract Act in Ver-

mont, California, and Illinois. 

Most new locals set their dues around the rate of 

2.25 hours per month. For example a worker 

earning $16 per hour would pay $36 per month.  

No one pays dues until acceptable raises and 

benefits have been negotiated.  UE dues are 

among the lowest in the nation. 
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Doesn’t Government 

Set our Wages 
Minimum wages for SCA-covered workers are  

set by the Department of Labor, and go years 

without increasing.  With a union contract, you 

can increase your wages, the way that workers 

in Vermont have done and who now make 

$2.66 per hour above their area wage determi-

nation.  This is the only way to have a voice in 

increasing pay at the National Visa Center. 
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What is the Contract 

By law, your employer must negotiate with the 

union.  When you negotiate a contract, you 

start with the pay and benefits you have now, 

which is the legal minimum under the Service 

Contract Act, and build from there. UE Con-

tracts can only be approved by a vote by the 

membership of the union. 

What about Strikes 

Only you and your co-workers can decide 

whether or not to strike.  The National Union 

cannot call a strike at your workplace.  Work-

ers at other organized locations cannot call a 

strike at your workplace.  There are many ways 

to get a good contract without a strike. 
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Who Runs the Union 

All important decisions in the UE are made by 

the members—people like you and your co-

workers.  Workers run their local unions and 

decide what will be in the contract, who will 

negotiate the contract, what the dues structure 

will be, and more. 
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