United Electrical, Radio and Machine Workers of America (UE)

PETER Q. KNOWLTON ANDREW C. DINKELAKER EUGENE ELK
General President General Secretary-Treasurer Director of Organization
22 May 2018

To our sisters and brothers of the KCTU:

On behalf of the members of the United Electrical, Radio and Machine Workers of America, I
extend warm wishes to former KCTU President Han Sang-gyun. We are glad to hear that your
unconscionable detention in Korean prison has not dampened your resolve to fight for workers’
rights. We wish you great success as you return to organizing workers directly.

At this moment of heightened world attention on the Korean peninsula, President Moon’s
decision to release President Han from prison sends a positive message that respect for freedom
of speech and freedom of assembly are paramount values for engaging in meaningful dialogue,
whether that is within the workplace or across international borders. We call on President Moon
to amplify this message of dignity by releasing Lee Young-joo, the ex-general secretary of the
KCTU, Jang Ok-ki, the president of the Korean Construction Workers Union, and other Korean
prisoners of conscience.

UE is committed to respect for workers’ rights and the freedom to organize unions around the
world, and we look forward to continuing to deepen our relationship with the KCTU as part of
our broader commitment to international worker solidarity. The candlelight movement sparked
by President Han has been an inspiration in the ability of working people to hold their
government accountable. We fondly anticipate the opportunity to work together soon on new
opportunities for worker empowerment.

In solidarity and peace,

Peter Knowlton
General President

Cc:  Kari Thompson, UE Director of International Strategies
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